Coming next to the prevalence of anopheles larvae we are at once struck, on looking at the chart, with the fact that their period of maximum prevalence is in the hot weather months from March to May, when they can be found in enormous numbers in the tanks; in May no less than two-thirds of all tanks, in an area under regular observation, were found to be infested with anopheles larvae. On the other hand, in the dry hot season, the pools and puddles are dried up. On the onset of the rains the anopheles larvae were much less readily found, only one-sixth of the tanks being found infested, and though at this time the larvae again appear in the previously dried up pools, nevertheless the net result is a large decrease in the total number of larvae. Dr. Rogers, moreover, points out that in a break in the rains the small pools rapidly dried up, so that it cannot be said that in the neighbourhood of Calcutta, at least, the increase in the fever-rate is corresponding to an increase in the total number of anopheles larvae.
In August and September no larvae were found in the tanks, but a certain number existed in pools and drains. The floods of September 1900 in Calcutta so thoroughly scoured the pools and puddles that for the time anopheles larvae seen entirely to have disappeared, and in October, when the fever curve was at its maximum, the tanks were free from anopheles larvae, and few remained in the roadside puddles, most of which had soon dried up. In December the larvae were again found in the tanks, but in diminished numbers, and they gradually increased as the warmer weather approached.
It would appear then, from these observations, that anopheles larvae are most abundant in tanks in the minimal fever season, and that they disappear in the rains. A possible explanation 01 these facts is offered by Dr. Rogers in the suggestion that in the dry hot weather the fish lie at the bottom of the tanks, and the larvae are thus allowed to grow in millions, unharmed and undisturbed by their greatest enemy, the fish. Nov., 1951] CURRENT TOPICS, ETC. 523 That fish devour enormous quantities of mosquito larvae is a fact well known to fishermen, and anglers in India will remember the chapter in that delightful book,' Tank Angling in India by Mr 
